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STUDY 35
GRAMMAR 35.1

Past Indefinite Tense [Simple Past Tense] in the Negative

This is not formed by modifying the positive form of the Past
Indefinite Tense.  Instead, the Present Tense is used and a negative
word is added: either "-sp -ni" [in Chalito Style] or "paS naai" [in
Sadhu Style.  For example:-

Chalito Style Sadhu Style
I did not go Aasb naSsp

aami yaaini
Aasb naS paS
aami yaai naai

You did not do y›sb ±msp
tumi karani

y›sb ±m paS
tumi kara naai

EXERCISE 35.1

Translate the following Chalito Style sentences into English:-

1. ³y ±a¬ Aazsp s± s±·› ±jmpsp?
1. gata kaal aapani ki kichu karen-ni?

2. ³y bå¬cam AabmÁ L²ajp naSsp|
2. gata man¹gal-baar aamaraa okhaane yaaini.

3. yamÁ y²p ‘zauípÁ ±jmsp|
3. taaraa takhan praarthanaa kareni.

4. y›sb s± Aa¸j± caSjc¬ zEsp?
4. tumi ki aaj-ke baaibel parani?
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5. Ê\ yÁ cj¬sp|
5. se taa baleni.

Translate the following Sadhu Style sentences into English:-

6. ³y ±a¬ Aazsp s± s±·› ±jmp paS?
6. gata kaal aapani ki kichu karen naai?

7. ³y bå¬cam AabmÁ L²ajp naS paS|
7. gata man¹gal-baar aamaraa okhaane yaai naai.

8. yaãamÁ y²p ‘zauípÁ ±jm paS|
8. taahaaraa takhan praarthanaa kare naai.

9. y›sb s± Aa¸j± caSjc¬ zE paS?
9. tumi ki aaj-ke baaibel para naai?

10. Ê\ yaãÁ cj¬ paS|
10. se taahaa bale naai.

EXERCISE 35.2

Convert the six sentences in Exercise 34.1 to the plural with negative
sense.
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EXERCISE 35.3

Make five sentences in the pattern of the following sentence, but each
time replace these forms of "paraa" with the appropriate forms of one
of the phrases provided.

I did not read, but I will read.
C: Aasb zsEsp, cmÈ Aasb zEc|

aami parini, baranº aami par-ba.
S: Aasb zsE paS, cmÈ Aasb zsEc|

aami pari naai, baranº aami pariba.

1 to study 2 to stand 3 search here 4 to go to
the hall

5 to want
the truth

Aoº½p
±mÁ

iÏaEajpÁ J²ajp ²fÏ¸Á ãj¬
naL½Á

\yº
¶aL½Á

adhyayan
karaa

d^aaraano ekhaane
kh^ujaa

hale
yaaoyaa

satya
caaoyaa
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EXERCISE 35.4

Arrange the following 12 verbs into 6 pairs of opposite meanings:-

Aa\Á aasaa Aa\Á aasaa
¶¬Á calaa ¶¬Á calaa

cï ±mÁ bandha karaa cï ±mÁ bandha karaa
bmÁ maraa bmÁ maraa
ãa\Á haasaa ãa\Á haasaa

ÊpL½Á neoyaa ÊpL½Á neoyaa
±ÏaiÁ k^aadaa ±ÏaiÁ k^aadaa
cÏa¶Á b^aacaa cÏa¶Á b^aacaa

naL½Á yaaoyaa naL½Á yaaoyaa
uabÁ thaamaa uabÁ thaamaa

ÊiL½Á deoyaa ÊiL½Á deoyaa
Ê²a¬Á kholaa Ê²a¬Á kholaa
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EXERCISE 35.5

Make six sentences with each using one of the six pairs of opposites
in Exercise 35.4.  Follow the pattern of this example:-

I did not hate, but I loved
C: Aasb

aami
´htÁ ±smsp,
ghrrinaa karini, cmÈ

Ê‘zb ±m¬ab
prem kar-laam.

S: Aasb
aami

´htÁ ±sm paS,
ghrrinaa kari naai, 

baranº Ê‘zb ±sm¬ab
prem karilaam.

Aasb
y›sb
Ê\
yÁ

Aazsp
sysp

-sp
[or paS]

, cmÈ

-¬ab
-Ê¬
-¬
-¬
-Ê¬p
-Ê¬p

aami
tumi

se
taahaa
aapani

tini

-ni
[or naai]

, baranº

-laam
-le
-la
-la
-len
-len
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GRAMMAR 35.2

Emphasizing the Difference Between Negatives of the Past and
Present Tenses

In order to distinguish more clearly between the negative past tense
and the negative present tense, you can use the relevant tense but add
a clause meaning "it's not like that".  Suitable phrases for this would
be "Jbp p½ eman nay " or "yÁ p½ taa nay ", [or in Sadhu Style:
"Jbp paS eman naai" or "yaãÁ paS taahaa naai"].

Normal
English

Changed
Expression

Bengali

I did not know
the truth, but
now I do [know
the truth].

I knew the truth,
it is not like that,
but now I know
the truth.

Chalito Style:
Aasb \yº ¸ap¬ab, Jbp p½, cmÈ
Aasb \yº ¸asp|
aami satya jaan-laam, eman nay,
baranº ekhan aami satya jaani.
Sadhu Style:
Aasb \yº ¸asp¬ab, Jbp paS, cmÈ
J²p Aasb \yº ¸asp|
aami satya jaanilaam, eman naai,
baranº ekhan aami satya jaani.
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EXERCISE 35.6

Translate the following short English sentences into fully expanded
Bengali sentences:-

1. I wasn't ill, but I am [ill] now.
2. He wasn't there, but I think that he is [there] now.
3. He wasn't alive, but I know that he is [alive] now.
4. I wasn't a witness, but I am [a witness] now.


