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STUDY 2
VOCABULARY 2.1

Ê±aua½ kothaay where?
J²ajp ekhaane here
L²ajp okhaane there
oðîcai dhanyabaad thank you (for Hindus, or

generally - of Sanskrit
origin)

ësêM½Á shukriyaa thank you (for Muslims - of
Arabic origin)

cï‚ bandhu friend
vaS bhaai brother
Êcap bon sister
cE bara big
Ê·aq chota small
Ê± ? ke? who? (singular, common)
["±Á (±aãÁ) ?"]   ["kaa (kaahaa)?"] [This would only be a

theoretical form: see
Grammar 38.1]

GRAMMAR 2.1

Adjectives are easy, because they don't involve changing endings to
match the gender or number or case of nouns, hence:-

va¬ vaS bhaala bhaai  good brother
va¬ Êcap bhaala bon  good sister
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EXERCISE 2.1

Make sentences using one of each of the elements given: a person, an
adjective, a detail, and a verb - e.g. "se chota bon aache" "Ê\ Ê·aq
Êcap Aaj· "

Person Adjective Detail Verb

ke ?
se

bara
chota
asustha

bhaai
bon
bandhu

aache

Ê± ?
Ê\

cE
Ê·aq
A\fÅÕ

vaS
Êcap
cï‚

Aaj·

GRAMMAR 2.2

The definite article "the" is usually omitted, especially when an
adjective is present. Hence:-

Ê·aq cï‚ chota bandhu  (the) little friend
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GRAMMAR 2.3

Review of Word Order

(Subject) (Verb) (Other)

[The]  good woman is here

1a 1b

1 3 2 >

va¬ Åòd J²ajp Aaj·

bhaala strii ekhaane aache

1a 1b

> 1 2 3
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You can study the following examples and identify the "building
blocks", numbering them 1, 2, and 3 - in the correct word order
for Bengali:-

The big friend is unwell. cE cï‚ A\fÅÕ [Aaj·]|
bara bandhu asustha [aache].

How is the little sister? Ê·aq Êcap Ê±bp Aaj·?
chota bon keman aache?

Who is there? Ê± L²ajp [Aaj·p]?
ke okhaane [aachen]?

I am (a) good friend. Aasb va¬ cï‚ [Aas·]|
aami bhaala bandhu [aachi].

How is (the) small brother? Ê·aq vaS Ê±bp Aaj·?
chota bhaai keman aache?

The good friend is unwell. va¬ cï‚ A\fÅÕ [Aaj·]|
bhaala bandhu asustha [aache].

He is (a) good friend. sysp va¬ cï‚ [Aaj·p]|
tini bhaala bandhu [aachen].

The little sister is (a) good friend. Ê·aq Êcap va¬ cï‚ [Aaj·]|
chota bon bhaala bandhu [aache].
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EXERCISE 2.2

Make sentences using one of each of the elements given, and by
varying the word in the third column form either questions or
statements - e.g."bara bandhu kothaay aache?"

Adjective Person Detail Verb

bara
chota
bhaala
asustha

bhaai
bon
bandhu

kothaay?
Ê±aua½

aache
cE
Ê·aq
va¬
A\fÅÕ

vaS
Êcap
cï‚

ekhaane
okhaane
J²ajp
L²ajp

Aaj·
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EXERCISE 2.3

Translate into English:-

1. Aazsp Ê±aua½ Aaj·p?
1. aapani kothaay aachen?

2. oðîcai|  Ê·aq vaS va¬ [Aaj·]|
2. dhanyabaad. chota bhaai bhaala [aache].

3. Ê± L²ajp [Aaj·] ?
3. ke okhaane [aache]?

4. Ê\ cE Êcap [Aaj·] |
4. se bara bon [aache].

5. va¬ cï‚ J²ajp Aaj·|
5. bhaala bandhu ekhaane aache.

6. A\fÅÕ Êcap J²ajp Aaj·|
6. asustha bon ekhaane aache.

7. sysp va¬ cï‚ Aaj·p|
7. tini bhaala bandhu aachen.

8. Aazsp cE vaS Aaj·p|
8. aapani bara bhaai aachen.
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EXERCISE 2.4

Translate into Bengali:-

1. Thank you.  You (are a) good friend.

2. Where is (the) little sister?

3. How is (the) big brother?

4. She is unwell.

5. (The) little brother is a good friend.

6. He is well, thank you.

7. Who is (the) big sister?

8. How is (the) sick friend?


